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Question 3

Sample: 3A
Score: 9

This essay is a highly effective treatment of the prompt. In support of Lewis Thomas's proposition, it
presents a full, informed, stylistically mature argument that “most human discoveries are not precipitated
by any sort of precision but by our human tendency to be wrong.” The essay uses particularly appropriate
and convincing examples to support its position. The essay's second paragraph points out that penicillin
was discovered, “not by careful experiment, but a ‘Tucky laboratory' where samples were contaminated
with the fungus that produces the antibiotic.” It then supplements that sound support of its argument with
a similarly “nonstandard” discovery that a recent “outbreak of a strange intestinal disease in Milwaukee"
was caused by "the stealthy parasite cryptosporidium, which would have run rampant were it not for its
detection by a deviation from established ‘protocol.”” After these well-phrased descriptions (note the
mature control of sentence structure in the examples above) from biclogy, the essay turns to a contrasting
example from literature. Paragraph three argues conversely from Kafka's The Trial, in another nicely
crafted sentence, that “the insuperable coils of a ‘good’ institution literally entrap men in Kafka's world,
where everything is so flawlesg that ironically nothing gets done because of the lack of 'the move based on
error.”” The essay's fourth paragraph uses an effective transitional sentence ("Thus it is man's natural
spontaneity that must be recognized as the driving force behind our innovation”) to introduce yet another
supporting example, here from technology: “the hundreds of ways ‘not to make a light bulb’ discovered by
Thomas Edison.” In its final paragraph, the essay displays the sophistication of its insights by reversing
direction to ask, “But does this mean that the [sic] every man in the world should immediately abandon his
or her standard of perfection to explore the unknown?” (note that we overlook the minor pronoun error here
in favor of the larger control of language and logic displayed). The student's concluding answer that “it is
the error that must come to us, not us who must seek out the error” reveals the sophistication of both
reasoning and expression that places the essay among the highest levels of response to the prompt.
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Sample: 3B
Score: 6

This essay presents an adequate midlevel response to the prompt. It develops a structured argument
around two sets of appropriate examples, one set from personal experience and the other from history. The
egsay's first paragraph sets up the argument with a clear thesis statement. The second paragraph then
provides a thoughtful, if general, discussion of how mistakes in the student's “relationships with other
people,” such as “saying something that might be offensive” or “arguing with my parents,” has led the
student to “realize that I should apoclogize,” and has thus given rise to what the essay implies but doesn't
explicitly say is a form of moral growth. In its third paragraph, the essay becomes stronger and more
precise by offering two concrete, appropriate historical examples to support Lewis Thomas's point. The
student argues that “international failures” by the United States “both before and during World War II" led
to corrections of these mistakes after the war. First, "the U.S. realized that its rejection of the League of
MNations was a major mistake, and remedied this by helping create a global body for collective peace and
security, the United Nations.” Second, the failure “to save Jews from the Holocaust” led the U.S. to atone
“for its error by being instrumental in the creation of Israel, a home for the Jewish people.” The essay's
presentation of these two sets of examples in clear prose, organized around a unifying thesis, warrants its
being scored as an adequate response in the middle range of scores.



Write in the box the number of the question you are answe ring T 5
om this page as il is desigmated in the sxammation. SE_J

VEW &5 Thamas's Wwﬂf “ we 1ﬁﬂr‘r'1 (AS b
é«ﬂj} by inf Ak gy " hde e pad on 1
W e %.HAGJ e _malwenens (an ﬁ’“‘ﬂ
_ e lonn what tode 4 fe v pyuney nag
whad ot 1o Ao Wrewieg whed g plét oS
A D) Ve Vit t:m:-i"ﬂ 4o waﬁugg,. ol
Wy ks ard whied Ao&x i \ever el ney 21 i lee
e ashamn mmww VOSSO Crgnin,
'wlﬂwm in_tw G4V red @ WRGIPE alioly ki,
Llowducy, SUNL 0wt rakine Misalu o eriord
will vid_he wevid of wnpeveetbng | vt fred is gvek
s o wned o will . Things will Lc:%Jvﬁr'
ho way heep nwert cupposf 10 loe o ioyma . TW0
v, 5 thad “}‘L{L'r Wl 2k _con pover

_prolony Yyney
\2€  nsnd o ﬁ'wiﬂ{’n&' Wn::jmﬁcprﬁ ‘
Wt W is tcd S
s \ecan L nokaig WA e &L@W Vevechorspd

inpev@chms sllew X peveon  gVicet oy thing Ho
br whed 3 S A wikn a shaver g, o
P wWilth a1 ovvbd sms o WAV’ pygnr
WUN o_pevenc awvn townk. Bopv_only WM_I'%L
WHM [ #V!ﬂmﬁ ﬂﬂpﬂ-"'-*.'é. -ﬁrmi M f;'is-fan

— it Sk ialef,
Ban D hei centt (F W%gpwﬁaéﬂ?r’ ol

¥ _avhevtE Viows,
ed avd Byva oS o peisen o fae
crnattinire) sprecla

‘i“-ﬁt'ﬂ 'u"-rﬂ"l..{ whﬂm f'let'w ﬂqﬂoﬂ‘ &?FHFSWL%‘%%_

—




Write in the box the namber of the quastion you are answering 3ﬂ1
'.; E on this page & it is deslgeated in the examination.

oSk, coa A 1BYe \F .:r}*vw&
Eh'%uﬂ nmr mﬂd}r 71 mﬁwzﬂm povenn

' \? s mﬁﬂrm

WW \Z_opved, Twe tynd ﬂ‘é’iﬂi‘t‘“hﬂ WaS

m@gﬁw wikn r-f‘lc: IW-:.;E

Tw’rruﬁvmﬂm 0 ad” kireald g IC

T !‘I L‘ I. -p ‘ 1 fj,- .‘, dl I‘ [ II FJ;

L
ﬂﬂh{'ﬁﬂ% m’mm M e eeds T Audt (5
...|...u r. A1) A, Rl -E:'.'.'.ﬂ_.l."z:-. 'u'l Al

lh R ol oW IS VY W (s ek




Sample: 3C
Score: 3

This essay inadequately responds to the prompt. Despite its length and its attempt to support Lewis
Thomas's claims, it makes use of evidence that is especially insufficient and, in some places,
inappropriate. The quick listing of “a table with a sharter leg, a person with a crukid [sic] smile, a research
paper with a persons [sic] own thoughts,” leaves the essay’s argument undeveloped and unclearly
supported. In addition, the vague, colloquial quality of the essay's prose makes for a particularly immature
control of writing, as evidenced in the following sentences from the first paragraph: “Never making a
mistake puts a strain on the thought process of creating something in the future that has a possibility of
becoming absolutely flawless. Sure, never making mistakes or errors will rid the world of impercections
[sic], but that is just the jist [sic] of what it will do. Things will be just the way they were suppose [sic] to
be, ‘normal."”



